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Ruling backs Shirley trailer-park expansion 
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The state Supreme Judicial Court yesterday rejected the Shirley ZBA's decision opposing expansion of the Wayside Estates mobile-home park on Clark Road. NASHOBA PUBLISHING / JOHN LOVE 

SHIRLEY -- The state's highest court has approved the expansion of a mobile-home park in Shirley, finding that local zoning regulators' concerns about traffic and safety were invalid in rejecting the project. 

Shirley Wayside Limited Partnership, which owns a mobile-home park at 83 Clark Road, sought a special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals to expand the park, according to the decision issued yesterday by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Wayside looked to add 14 units to the park's existing 65 units, but the application was denied by the board, which determined "Wayside had failed to establish that the expansion would not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing mobile home park," according to the ruling. 

The park was built in the 1950s on 20 acres of land and is restricted to residents 55 and older. Clark Road is a two-lane road. 

In 1985, the town revised its zoning laws and eliminated mobile-home parks as a permitted use. Wayside was protected because it had been built before the change. 

The SJC, in its ruling, said the town cannot apply zoning bylaws for single-family homes to mobile home parks. The high court overturned a decision by the state Appeals Court, which deemed that the town's zoning board was within its rights to reject the expansion. 

Wayside first applied for a special permit to replace the abandoned mobile home and to add the additional units in 2005, according to the decision. The expansion as proposed will be situated in the rear of the property, which is "well screened by trees and other buffers," according to the ruling. 

The SJC said "there is no evidence that either the density within the mobile home park expansion or the modest increase in traffic will hurt the surrounding neighborhood." 

Julie McNeill, the attorney representing Wayside, said that she initially won an appeal in Land Court in 2007. The decision was appealed by the town, and the Appeals Court sided with the town. 

"We're very happy. They can't appeal this any further. This is the highest court in Massachusetts. This is the final word," McNeill said yesterday. 

Now that the ZBA has been ordered to issue the special permit, representatives from Wayside can continue through the process of obtaining other permits that would allow them to begin the work. 

Jim Thibault, a member of the ZBA, said he had not heard of the decision as of yesterday afternoon, but said that it's likely he and the other members of the board will wait to hear what the best course of action is from town counsel. 

"I'm not sure what the proper protocol is at this point," he said yesterday. 

Chief Administrative Officer David Berry said he received the decision from town counsel but he had not reviewed it yet. 

Robert Kraus, a lawyer for the Massachusetts Manufactured Housing Association Inc., told The Associated Press the SJC's ruling protects mobile-home park communities, which he said are sometimes unfairly maligned and unwanted by communities. 

"The expansion and zoning or permitting of manufactured housing is a tough, tough game because they are not universally loved. This decision stands for the proposition that you can't treat it the same way as single-family housing," Kraus told the AP. "The decision protects this kind of housing." 

This report includes material from the Associated Press.


